English 2201







Name:____________________
Oedipus – Listening Activity

Excerpt from a radio show series called The Five Great Books (0:00-8:45)
Dr. Bruce Meyer – University of Toronto

1. Give three facts about Sophocles

2. Which of the following roles didn’t Sophocles fit in his society?

(A) political figure

(B) cultural spokesperson

(C) noted playwright

(D) religious leader

3. How many plays are in the Oedipus series?

4. Why aren’t the plays published in the order they were written?

5. Give three details about how plays were originally performed.

6. What is the name for the masks the actors put on to become characters?

7. What are the roles of the chorus in a Sophocles play?

8. Explain what Dr. Meyer means when he says tragedy is not always about sadness, it’s about blindness and discovery.  

9. What two types of blindness does Oedipus experience in the play?

10. How is Teiresias (a seer/prophet/vatic) both blind and able to see?

